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Captain James A. Baker, Houston lawyer, banker, and businessman, received an alarming telegram on
September 23, 1900: his elderly millionaire client William Marsh Rice had died unexpectedly in New York
City. Baker rushed to New York, where he unraveled a plot to murder Rice and plunder his estate. Working
tirelessly with local authorities, Baker saved Rice’s fortune from more than one hundred claimants; he
championed the wishes of his deceased client and founded Rice Institute for the Advancement of Literature,
Science and Art—today’s internationally acclaimed Rice University.

For fifty years Captain Baker nurtured Rice’s dream. He partnered with leading lawyers to create Houston’s
first nationally recognized law firm: Baker, Botts, Lovett & Parker, now the worldwide legal practice of
Baker Botts L.L.P. He chartered several Houston businesses and utility companies, developed two major
regional banks, promoted real estate projects, and led an active civic life. To expand the Institute’s
endowment, Baker invested William Marsh Rice’s fortune with local entrepreneurs, who were building
homes, office towers, commercial enterprises, and institutions that transformed Houston from a small town
in the nineteenth century to an international powerhouse in the twenty-first century.

Author Kate Sayen Kirkland explored the archival records of Baker and his family and firm and carefully
mined the archives of Baker’s contemporaries. Published as part of Rice University’s centennial celebration,
Captain James A. Baker of Houston, 1857–1941 weaves together the history of Houston and the story of an
influential man who labored all his life to make Houston a world-class city.
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From reader reviews:

James Shipp:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular person? If
you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have time? What
did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They need to answer that question because just their can do
in which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on
jardín de infancia until university need this specific Captain James A. Baker of Houston, 1857-1941 to read.

Gary Ackley:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or data even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know which one you should start with. This Captain James A. Baker of Houston, 1857-
1941 is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want
and need in this era.

Herman Pruitt:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on
guys this particular aren't like that. This Captain James A. Baker of Houston, 1857-1941 book is readable by
means of you who hate those straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable
examining experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The
writer involving Captain James A. Baker of Houston, 1857-1941 content conveys the idea easily to
understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just
different such as it. So , do you still thinking Captain James A. Baker of Houston, 1857-1941 is not loveable
to be your top list reading book?

Alisa Gordon:

The knowledge that you get from Captain James A. Baker of Houston, 1857-1941 is a more deep you
digging the information that hide inside the words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean
that this book is hard to comprehend but Captain James A. Baker of Houston, 1857-1941 giving you
enjoyment feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood
through anyone who read that because the author of this book is well-known enough. This kind of book also
makes your personal vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go to you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this kind of Captain James A.
Baker of Houston, 1857-1941 instantly.
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