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Numerous ancient texts describe human sacrifices and other forms of ritual killing: in 480 BC Themistocles
sacrifices three Persian captives to Dionysus; human scapegoats called pharmakoi are expelled yearly from
Greek cities, and according to some authors they are killed; Locrin girls are hunted down and slain by the
Trojans; on Mt Lykaion children are sacrificed and consumed by the worshippers; and many other texts
report human sacrifices performed regularly in the cult of the gods or during emergencies such as war and
plague. Archaeologists have frequently proposed human sacrifice as an explanation for their discoveries:
from Minoan Crete children's bones with knife-cut marks, the skeleton of a youth lying on a platform with a
bronze blade resting on his chest, skeletons, sometimes bound, in the dromoi of Mycenaean and Cypriot
chamber tombs; and dual man-woman burials, where it is suggested that the woman was slain or took her
own life at the man's funeral. If the archaeologists' interpretations and the claims in the ancient sources are
accepted, they present a bloody and violent picture of the religious life of the ancient Greeks, from the
Bronze Age well into historical times. But the author expresses caution. In many cases alternative, if less
sensational, explanations of the archaeological are possible; and it can often be shown that human sacrifices
in the literary texts are mythical or that late authors confused mythical details with actual practices.Whether
the evidence is accepted or not, this study offers a fascinating glimpse into the religious thought of the
ancient Greeks and into changing modern conceptions of their religious behaviour.
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From reader reviews:

Allan Carle:

This book untitled Human Sacrifice in Ancient Greece to be one of several books which best seller in this
year, this is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy
this particular book in the book retail outlet or you can order it through online. The publisher in this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, because you can read this book in your
Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this book from your list.

Jackie Lafond:

Reading a book to get new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to learn a book. When you read a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because
book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you
have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you act like
you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, along with soon.
The Human Sacrifice in Ancient Greece provide you with a new experience in studying a book.

Michael Farrell:

This Human Sacrifice in Ancient Greece is fresh way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some
information since it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or
you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Human Sacrifice in Ancient Greece can be the light
food for you personally because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by simply anyone.
These books produce itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book contact
form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So
there isn't any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here
for you actually. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book variety for your better life along with
knowledge.

Kerry Maye:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but also novel and Human Sacrifice in Ancient Greece or
maybe others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel
need to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or even students especially. Those
publications are helping them to add their knowledge. In other case, beside science publication, any other
book likes Human Sacrifice in Ancient Greece to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book
like here.
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