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In 1876, in a mountainous region to the west of Lake Victoria, Africa--what is today Ruwenzori Mountains
National Park in Uganda--the famed explorer Henry Morton Stanley encountered Africans with what he was
convinced were light complexions and European features. Stanley's discovery of this African "white tribe"
haunted him and seemed to substantiate the so-called Hamitic Hypothesis: the theory that the descendants of
Ham, the son of Noah, had populated Africa and other remote places, proving that the source and spread of
human races around the world could be traced to and explained by a Biblical story.

In The Lost White Tribe, Michael Robinson traces the rise and fall of the Hamitic Hypothesis. In addition to
recounting Stanley's "discovery," Robinson shows how it influenced others, including that of the Ainu in
Japan; or Vilhjalmur Stefansson's tribe of "blond Eskimos" in the Arctic; or the 9,000-year-old skeleton
found in Washington State with what were deemed "Caucasian features." As Robinson shows, race theory
stemming originally from the Bible only not only guided exploration but archeology, including Charles
Mauch's discovery of the Grand Zimbabwe site in 1872, and literature, such as H. Rider Haggard's King
Solomon's Mines, whose publication launched an entire literary subgenre dedicated to white tribes in remote
places. The Hamitic Hypothesis would shape the theories of Carl Jung and guide psychological and
anthropological notions of the primitive.

The Hypothesis also formed the foundation for the European colonial system, which was premised on
assumptions about racial hierarchy, at whose top were the white races, the purest and oldest of them all. It
was a small step from the Hypothesis to theories of Aryan superiority, which served as the basis of the race
laws in Nazi Germany and had horrific and catastrophic consequences. Though racial thinking changed
profoundly after World War Two, a version of Hamitic validation of the "whiter" tribes laid the groundwork
for conflict within Africa itself after decolonization, including the Rwandan genocide.

Based on painstaking archival research, The Lost White Tribe is a fascinating, immersive, and wide-ranging
work of synthesis, revealing the roots of racial thinking and the legacies that continue to exert their influence
to this day.
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From reader reviews:

Erin Marshall:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They can be reading whatever
they take because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't like looking at a book?
Sometime, man feel need book after they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise. Well, probably you
will need this The Lost White Tribe: Explorers, Scientists, and the Theory that Changed a Continent.

Phyllis Spencer:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming
to an individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Lost White Tribe: Explorers,
Scientists, and the Theory that Changed a Continent is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the
world. Why, because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Mary Christensen:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a reserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of many ways to share
the information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When you read this The Lost
White Tribe: Explorers, Scientists, and the Theory that Changed a Continent, you are able to tells your
family, friends along with soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading
a reserve.

Wayne Queen:

As we know that book is important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This guide The Lost White Tribe: Explorers, Scientists, and the Theory that
Changed a Continent was filled concerning science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your
science competence. Some people has different feel when they reading a book. If you know how big
advantage of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like at this point, many
ways to get book you wanted.
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