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Human rights activism is often associated with international organizations that try to affect the behavior of
abusive states around the globe. In Barrancabermeja, Colombia, argues Luis van Isschot in The Social Origin
of Human Rights, the struggle for rights has emerged more organically and locally, out of along history of
civil and social organizing. He offers deep insight into the lives of home-grown activistsin a conflict zone,
against the backdrop of major historical changes that shaped Latin Americain the twentieth century.

Built by Standard Oil in 1919, and home to the largest petroleum refinery in the country,
Barrancabermeja has long been a critical battleground in Colombia’ s armed conflict. One of the most
militarized urban areas on earth, the city has been aregional base for the Colombian armed forces as well as
for leftist guerrillas and a national paramilitary movement. In the midst of adirty war in which the mgjority
of victims were civilians, urban and rural social movements from Barrancabermeja and the surrounding area
came together to establish a human rights movement. These frontline activists called upon the Colombian
state to protect basic human rights and denounced the deeper socioeconomic inequalities they saw as sources
of conflict. Through close study of the complex dynamics at work in Barrancabermeja, van Isschot shows
how the efforts we describe as “human rights” activism derive in large part from these lived experiences of
authoritarianism, war, poverty, and socia exclusion. Through its social and historical approach, his analysis
both complements and challenges the work of scholars who look at rights issues primarily through alegal
lens.
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From reader reviews:
Jennifer Darby:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Y es, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read abook called The Social Origins
of Human Rights: Protesting Political Violence in Colombia s Oil Capital, 1919-2010 (Critical Human
Rights)? Maybe it isto get best activity for you. Y ou understand beside you can spend your time using your
favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have additional
opinion?

Paul Norris;

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the headline The Social
Origins of Human Rights. Protesting Political Violence in Colombia s Oil Capital, 19192010 (Critical
Human Rights) suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well-known writer in thisera. The
particular book untitled The Social Origins of Human Rights. Protesting Political Violencein Colombia's
Oil Capital, 1919-2010 (Critical Human Rights)is asingle of several books in which everyone read now.
This particular book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this book you will
enter the new dimensions that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their plan in the ssmple way,
and so al of people can easily to be aware of the core of this e-book. This book will give you alot of
information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world in this book.

Rodolfo Odum:

Beside this specific The Social Origins of Human Rights. Protesting Political Violence in Colombia’ s Qil
Capital, 1919-2010 (Critical Human Rights) in your phone, it may give you away to get nearer to the new
knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh in the oven so don't end
up being worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have The Social
Origins of Human Rights: Protesting Political Violence in Colombia’s Oil Capital, 1919-2010 (Critical
Human Rights) because this book offersto you readable information. Do you at times have book but you
don't get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this within your hand.
The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss
that? Find this book as well asread it from currently!

DorisAvey:

In this particular erawhich is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It isjust simple strategy to have that. What you
have to do isjust spending your time little but quite enough to have alook at some books. Among the books
in the top listing in your reading list will be The Socia Origins of Human Rights: Protesting Political



Violence in Colombia's Qil Capital, 1919-2010 (Critical Human Rights). This book which is qualified as

The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking up and review this e-
book you can get many advantages.
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